
From the Principal  

 
 

 Term 1 Week 10 28 March, 2023 

Mission Beach State School 

 

We would like to acknowledge the Djiru people and the sacredness of the land on which our 

school is built

              

 

 
 

School Drop Off/Pick Up 
Parents are not to drive into the school grounds to drop off or collect 
children unless specific arrangements have been made with administration 
to assist parents with emergent or unexpected circumstances that may 
restrict or prevent normal access for students. Parents have been driving 
in, mainly before school, placing children arriving at school early and going 
to the hall at risk. Parents are advised to use the parking zones at the front 
of the school. 
 
Late Arrivals & Early Departure 
Parents please be advised that children arriving late to school and leaving 
before the last bell MUST present to the school office upon arrival and 
before departure. Children arriving late are provided with a late slip to take 
to class. Failure to collect a late slip will most likely result in a message from 
the school indicating that your child is not present and asking for an 
explanation for the absence. Children leaving early must be signed out by 
their parent or carer. Children are not permitted to leave the school 
grounds during the school day without the relevant permission. This is a 
necessary arrangement to ensure the school is aware of the whereabouts 
of each child during the school day and to ensure their safety and wellbeing. 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Every Day Counts 
Attendance at school every day is not only an Education Queensland and 
legislated requirement, it is absolutely critical to the ongoing learning 
success for all children. Every day a child misses, puts them at a slight 
disadvantage as learning in our classrooms is a continuous process, leaving 
children work to catch up with as well as work to continue on with. Often 
work missed is a prerequisite to work that follows, so children are actually 
unable to complete the new work until the work they have missed is caught 
up. This often causes them considerable distress. 
Our attendance target for 2023 remains at 95%. This means that children 
need to be in attendance for 190 days (or more) out of the 200 school 
days to meet our attendance target. More than 2.5 days of absence per 
term will see them fall below the target.  
Please help us to ensure the best possible learning outcomes for your child 
by ensuring attendance at school every possible day. 
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Slow down around our school  
Parents and carers are being urged to slow down in school zones. Most school areas have 40km/hr speed 
limits in place – our zone is along Webb Road in front of the school.  Parents can set an example to other 
drivers by observing these limits when dropping off and collecting the kids from school. Being cautious and 
slowing down in school zones doesn’t make a big difference to your trip time, but it could save a child’s life. 
Parents should also take the time to teach their children about road safety and the safest ways to travel to 
and from school.  
Some basic tips:  
• ensure your child knows the safest route to and from school and insist on them sticking to this route each 
day so you know where they are 
• teach your child to always walk on footpaths  
• make sure your child crosses at pedestrian crossings and ensure he/she knows the 
safe times to cross. This is particularly important at the front of our school and at bus 
stops on the routes to and from school. A number of parents have been taking 
children across the bus lane, walking out between buses to do so. This is a dangerous 
practice and poor role modelling for the children, leading them to think this is OK. 
• accompany young children when they are walking or riding to school and assist them with road crossings 
until they are old enough to understand road safety  
• teach your child to be alert for cars going in or out of driveways  
• discourage your child from playing with balls or toys while walking to school or waiting for the bus.  
 
Contact with our school 
I would like to remind all parents that we welcome your contact with us in regard to your child’s progress in 
class or participation at school. Our classroom teachers are happy to meet with you to discuss progress, our 
curriculum, issues or concerns throughout the whole year. All that is necessary is to make an appointment 
through the front office to ensure that your child’s teacher is available to talk to you, as they may already have 
previous engagements. Before school is not the best time to try to catch up with teachers as they are usually 
busily preparing for the day’s learning, however with prior arrangement this time may also be available if other 
times do not suit your work schedules.  
You may, at times, also receive contact from teachers if they feel the need to bring you up to date with 
particular aspects of your child’s participation or progress in class. 
 
Reminder to   Parents/Guardians.  

Just a reminder to all parents, children are not to bring toys, trading cards (e.g. Pokémon) or any portable 
electronic devices or electronic toys to school. 
These items can go missing or be broken and as such are not to be brought unless for a specific in class 
purpose. 
A reminder also that mobile phones, tablets or devices capable of recording – audio or images – are to be 
left at the office when students arrive and picked up at the end of the school day. Children do not need 
these devices during the day as our office staff contact parents whenever necessary. These devices are 
available for students before and after school or on the buses in case out of school contact is required by the 
student. This has been our school policy on electronic devices for a number of years. 
 
Queensland Engagement and Wellbeing Survey 
In Term 2, students in Years 4 - 6 will be asked to take part in the Queensland Engagement and Wellbeing 
(QEW) Survey.  

We know that wellbeing and engagement are important parts of your child’s life at school. The QEW Survey 
is designed to measure how students view their wellbeing and engagement across different topics. The 
information we get from the survey helps us better understand and support our students.  

An information letter will be sent out to parents and carers closer to the time. If you have any questions, 
please contact the school. More information, including FAQs, can be found on the Education website: 
(https://qed.qld.gov.au/publications/reports/statistics/schooling/students/queensland-engagement-
wellbeing-survey).  

https://qed.qld.gov.au/publications/reports/statistics/schooling/students/queensland-engagement-wellbeing-survey
https://qed.qld.gov.au/publications/reports/statistics/schooling/students/queensland-engagement-wellbeing-survey


End of Term 

This week sees the end of Term 1. This term has been a very busy one with our children working hard in class 
and on the sports field and having to deal with the oppressive heat and continual rain we have experienced 
so far this year. Hopefully both will ease off next term. I am certain that they will all be looking forward to a 
break and an opportunity to spend some time at home with family.  

Friday is our last day this term with our final parade at 2:45. At this time the Easter Raffle will be drawn as 
well as reminding children of the importance of always telling parents, or those responsible for looking after 
them, where they are going and for how long. We want our children to have a safe and enjoyable break and 
return next term refreshed and ready to learn.  

School resumes on Monday, April 17. Enjoy the time with your children. Have a great break. 

Regards, 

Gordon 
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Please return Tickets to Admin. 
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HPE News 

 

 Good Luck to Shaun who is at the Peninsula for 

Cricket State Championships in Rockhampton. 

Good luck to all our players off to play in the 

Basketball Peninsula Trials this Thursday in 

Cairns. 

Our Touch Gala Day is on this Friday. Good luck 

to all students and staff attending this at Tully 

State High School. 



P&C News 

Congratulations to the elected Executive Committee for 2023. 
President - Still needed for 2023 
Vice President - Still needed for 2023 
Secretary - Donna Mathers 
Treasurer - Amanda Dalton 
Assistant Treasurer - Rhiannon Skahill 
If you think you would like to join our P&C Committee in 2023, please contact the 
school. 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 1 What’s On 

 

 


